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April 29, 2019 
 
Montana Secretary of State Corey Stapleton 
Montana State Capitol 
Helena, MT 59620 
 
 
Mr. Secretary, 
 
In 2018, Montana citizens voiced concerns to both the Commissioner of Political Practices’ 
office and the Secretary of State’s office after receiving numerous unsolicited calls, texts, 
and mailers with voter information seemingly gleaned from their voter file. These 
communications came from a variety of sources.   
 
Further, data privacy and security issues are becoming more and more frequent nationally 
(and globally) and often involve large tech companies such as Facebook, Twitter, and 
Google. The Cambridge Analytica scandal began to bring issues of data harvesting and 
the illegal use of consumer data to light.  As you know, Montana is not immune to these 
data intrusions. I would not be surprised to learn that (as with calls, texts, and mailers) that 
voter file information is being utilized to target Montana citizens via a network of 
sophisticated algorithms that utilize data from a number of different sources and are 
delivered through all available digital and non-digital channels.   
 
Without getting into the minutiae, today’s technology has made voters’ personal data a 
highly sought after—and profitable—commodity. The buying, sharing, and selling of data 
exists in an evolving tech industry that micro and hyper targets individual citizens using 
data such as that found in Montana’s voter file. I am concerned about who and how our 
voter file data is or may be utilized to monetize, target, and spread Montanans’ personal 
information.  Montana law specifies a “noncommercial use” of voter information is 
permissible, but the term is vague and undefined.  
 
From what I can gather, the State has limited review or oversight of who purchases 
Montanans’ information and how it is used.  I do not believe we know if such data is being 
resold or used for other purposes, such as political profiling.  Unfortunately, I am confident 
that the technology and use of our citizen’s information has far outreached the original 
intent of Montana law/rule.  I believe it is time to provide oversight that, at a minimum, 
requires specific policy development that outlines the process of potential purchase, 
specifies what constitutes “noncommercial,” and requires subsequent approval of all 
purchases of our voter data.  
 



I am willing to work with your office and any other agency or entity to address potential 
data privacy concerns and/or improper use of a Montana voter file or voter data.   
   
Statewide list and extracts of Montana’s Voters Registration system is available to 
Montana individuals and entities via Mont. Code Ann. § 13-2-122 and 44.3.1101, ARM:  
 

13-2-122. Charges for registers, elector lists, and mailing labels made available to public. 
(1) Except as provided in subsection (2), upon request, the secretary of state shall furnish to any 
individual, for noncommercial use, available extracts and reports from the statewide voter 
registration system. Upon request, a local election administrator shall furnish to an individual, for 
noncommercial use, a copy of the official precinct registers, a current list of legally registered 
electors, mailing labels for registered electors, or other available extracts and reports. Upon 
delivery, the secretary of state or the local election administrator may collect a charge not to 
exceed the actual cost of the register, list, mailing labels, or available extracts and reports. 
 
44.3.1101    SCHEDULE OF FEES FOR STATEWIDE VOTER DATABASE LISTS AND 
EXTRACTS 
(1) Upon written request, the secretary of state through its vendor shall furnish, for noncommercial 
use to private individuals or entities, a list of registered electors as compiled and maintained in its 
statewide voter registration system. For the statewide list or available extracts from the statewide 
list the charge is $1,000.00. For a legislative representative district list the charge is $100.00, for a 
legislative senate district list the charge is $150.00, for a county list the charge is $200.00, and for 
the petition signers report the charge is $200.00. For a subscription for ongoing access to the 
statewide voter registration system and all other available extracts or lists the charge is $5,000.00 
for one year.  

 
Montana voter information that can be bought may now include the following data: unique 
ID numbers, full names (first, middle, last), residential and mailing addresses, phone 
numbers, voter status, birthdates, activity status, email addresses, and more.  Any entity or 
individual—local, national, or global— could build their own version of a Montana 
Cambridge Analytica. They could begin by purchasing Montana’s voter information, which 
would be enhanced by additional profile data from other sources such as Experian and 
others. This database would be further augmented by scraping social media, and matching 
social, economic, and political behavior to create targeted lists. Individual Montanans’ 
profiles would then be combined with digital and paid social media to micro-target 
individual Montana citizens (all without consent).     
 
It is unwise to expect the data harvesting industry to go against its own interests and 
profits and protect voters’ privacy and information. We have the opportunity to secure and 
ensure the privacy and security of Montana voters. Let’s agree that protecting Montana’s 
voter information is important and vital and take all steps necessary to ensure it remains 
protected. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Jeff Mangan 
Montana Commissioner of Political Practices 
 
CC: 
Montana Governor Steve Bullock 
Montana Attorney General Tim Fox 
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